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the letter a 

 a   - sounds like the (a) in father 

 

 anwí    -  you 

 

 paʔpaʔlác̕aʔ      - moose 

 

 axáʔ    -  this 
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     The letter c   

 c sounds like the ch in church.  

 

 cawt   - way of being, conduct 

 

 ccwíxaʔ  - creek 

 

 uc  - would, could 
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The letter c̕ 

 c̕ sounds like ts in cats. 

 

 c̕qi̓ln     - arrow/bullet 

 

 spc̕niɬxʷ   - tent 

 

 sʕaʕác̕      -  book/read 
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The letter ə shwa  

 ə sounds like e in the word elephant. 

 

 əcxʷuy   - he or she is coming. 

 

 nsəlxcín          okanogan language 
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The letter h 

 h as in the word happy. 

 

 hiwt     -    rat 

 

 huhúy     -   alright well, ok then 
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            The letter i 

 i - makes a double ee or ea sound as in 
week or eat. 

 

 ilíʔ        -          there 

 

 k̕ík̕waʔ   -       mother's father 

 

 ik̕líʔ        -        over there 
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            The letter k 

 k as in keep. 

 

 kkw̓ápaʔ     -     dog 

 

 

 kilx             -    hand 
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The letter k ̕

 k̕  is a k pronounced at very back of 
tongue. 

 

 k̕ast              -  bad 

 

 k̕ámaʔ           -  pine needles 

 

 k̕iwlx             - old 
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The letter kʷ 

kʷ is k pronounced with rounded lips 

 

kʷil              -  red 

 

kʷlcncut       - cook 

 

kʷinx           - how many/much 
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The letter k̫̕  

 k̕ʷ is pronounced k̕ with rounded lips. 

 

 k̕ʷiƛt̕           - the others 

 

 k̕ʷík̕ʷxʷnaʔ   - mouse 

 

 k̕ʷk̕ʷyúmaʔ    - small/ little 



copyright 6/08 CCT/OLPP 

The letter l 

 l as in love. 

 

 limləmt    - thank you 

 

 limt          - glad/ happy 

 

 lʔiw          - boy's father  
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The letter l ̕

 l ̕ abruptly stopped l.  

 

 lə̕x̌tiws        - becoming friends 

 

 sla̕x̌t           - friend 

 

 slə̕x̌la̕x̌t       - friends 
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The letter ɬ 

 ɬ or barred l, sound is made by forcing 
air downward on the side of tongue, tip 
of tongue pressed against back of top 
teeth.   

 ɬsísncaʔ        - little brother 

 ɬccups          - little sister 

 ɬqáqcaʔ        - big brother 

 ɬkíkxaʔ         - big sister 
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The letter ƛ̕  running man 

 ƛ ̕ sounds simular to a tl sound.  The 
sound is made by forcing air downward 
at side of tongue very quickly, the tip of 
the tongue is pressed against back of top 
teeth. 

 ƛx̌̕ap       - grown/ adulthood 

 ƛ̕íksm      - peeking out, just poking out 

 ƛi̕ʔí          - canoe 
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The letter m 

 m as in mom. 

 

 mistm        - girl's father 

 

 málx̌aʔ       - tell a lie/false 

 

 mahúyaʔ    - raccoon 



copyright 6/08 CCT/OLPP 

The letter m̓ 

 m̓ an abruptly stopped m 

 

 tum̓             - girl's mother 

 

 stim̓            - what 
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The letter n 

 n as in no 

 

 naqs           - one 

 

 nʔaʔmut     - sit inside 

 

 nak̕ʷm        - evidently 
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The letter n̓ 

 n̓ an abruptly stopped n 

 

 n̓ax̌mɬ     - but/however 

 

 n̓ín̓w̓is      - later 

 

 n̓ik̕m         - cut 
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The letter p 

 p as in pop. 

 

 pənkín     - when? 

 

 put          - enough 

 

 písƛa̕t      - plural big 
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The letter p ̓

 p̓ is an explosive p sound. 

 

 p̓ínaʔ       - birch bark basket 

 

 p̓um        - brown/ tan color 

 

 p̓úƛə̕m     - at the end of something 
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The letter q 

 q is made at top of throat, behind the 
tongue. 

 

 qánaʔ      - baby talk  for grandma 

 

 qáqnaʔ     - grandmother  dad's mom 
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The letter q ̓

 q ̓is made farther down the throat, at the 
top of adam̓s apple. 

 

 q̓ilqn        - headache 

 

 q̓ilt           - sick 

 

 q̓c̕iɬxʷ       - log cabin 
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The letter qʷ 

 qʷ is pronounced q with rounded lips. 

 

 qʷlqʷilt           - speak/talk 

 

 qʷáʕsqiʔ        - bluejay 

 

 qʷnqʷant       - pitiful 
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The letter q̫̓  

 q̫̓  is pronounced q̓ with rounded lips. 

 

 q̫̓ uct         - fat 

 

 q̓ʷliw̓m       - pick berries 

 

 q̫̓ lam         - roast over fire 
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The letter r 

 r as in rat. 

 

 rátio        - radio 

 

 c̕ris          - king fisher 

 

 c̓arsm      - motion to someone 
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The letter r ̓ glottal r 

 r̓ a rolled r sound. 

 

 yir̓           - round 

 

 mr̓imtsn  - medicine 

 

 kra̓m       -swim/chop 
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The letter s 

 s as in sister. 

 

 sc̕wanáytm      - bigfoot 

 

 mus                 - four 

 

 səsíʔ                 - uncle, mother's brother 
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The letter t 

 t as in top. 

 

 támaʔ      - baby talk  (grandma) 

 

 stmtímaʔ -grandma, mother's mom 

 

 tətwít       - boy 

 



copyright 6/08 CCT/OLPP 

The letter t̕ glottal t 

 t ̕ is an explosive t sound made right 
behind top teeth. 

 

 t ̕ik̕t         - flood 

 

 t ̕aʔt ̕ʔik̕     - young men 

 

 t ̕wístwiʔ        - everyone stand up 
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The letter u 

 u makes a double oo sound as in toot. 

 

 ʔúlus         - gather up 

 

 ʔalʔúlus     - gather up plural 

 

 ʔalúsqáx̌aʔ  - gather up horses 
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The letter w 

 w as in walk. 

 

 wik     - see/saw 

 wikn    - I saw him/her 

 wikntsn - I saw you 

 wikntxʷ - you saw him/her 

 wiks      - he/she saw him/her 

 wikntm  - we saw him/her 
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The letter w̓   

 w̓ an abruptly ended w. 

 

 suw ̓íkiʔst     - lightning 

 

 sqlaw ̓           - money/beaver 

 

 sw̓aʕ             - cougar 
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The letter x 

 x is pronounced slightly farther back 
than the h sound. 

 

 xatmscút        - put self first/go first 

 

 aʔ cxʔit          - at first 

 

 ximíx            - whatever 
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The letter xʷ  x raised w 

 xʷ is the  x sound with rounded lips. 

 

 xʷumínaʔ      - steelhead 

 

 xʷuxʷmínaʔ   - rainbow trout 

 

 xʷʔit              - many/alot 
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The letter x ̌ wedge x 

 x̌ is made near the adam̓s apple, a hard x 
sound. 

 

 x̌mink            - like/want 

 

 inx̌mink         - I like or want  

 

 anx̌mink         - you like or want 
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The letter x̌ʷ wedge x raised w 

 x̌ʷ is the sound of x̌ with rounded lips. 

 

 x̌ʷupt             - weak 

 

 snx̌ʷilmn      - garbage can 

 

 x̌ʷaʕtx̌ʷt         - duck 
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The letter y 

 y as in  year. 

 

 yaʕcín       -beach 

 

 yaʕyáʕt      - all 
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The letter y̓ or glottal y 

 y ̓ is the y sound abruptly ended. 

 

 way ̓       - hello, ok, yes, well 

 

 x̌x̌ay ̓      - red hawthorn 

 

 smy ̓may ̓   - tell stories 
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The letter ɣ  gamma 

 ɣ called gamma, a buzzing y in the back 
of throat. 

 

 ɣípus     - pole at winter dance 

 

 cɣip       - tree/planted post 

 

 cɣiy̓m    -weave 
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The letter ʔ glottal stop 

 ʔ a brief pause, to aid in proper 
pronunciation of a word. 

 

 qʷaʔqʷaʔál        - meeting 

 

 aʔísck̕             - squirrel 

 

 kaʔɬís              - three 
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The letter ʕ  pharyngeal 

 ʕ  makes the a change from father, to 
apple. 

 

 ʕaymt        - mad/angry 

 

 ʕápnaʔ       -now 

 

 ʕáyuʔ         - chocolate tips 
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The letter ʕʷ pharyngeal raised w 

 ʕʷ, makes the a have an ow sound. 

 

 caʕʷlx          - wash 

 

 kaʕʷm         - pray 

 

 snkaʕʷmn    - a place to pray 


